RESOLUTION NO. & H - 113

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING POLICIES REGARDING THE ABATEMENT OF
VEGETATION NUISANCES IN THE CITY OF WAUKON, IOWA

WHEREAS, under the laws of the State of Iowa and the ordinances of the City of Waukon, it is
the responsibility of property owners to control the growth of grass, weeds, and other vegetation
in any lawn or yard, including public parking or boulevard areas abutting private property; and

WHEREAS, if a property owner fails to prevent a vegetation nuisance, the City is authorized to
do so and to assess the costs against the property for collection in the same manner as property
taxes; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to establish and from time to time revise municipal policies
regarding the abatement of vegetation nuisances in order to assist city officials in the
enforcement of this requirement; and

WHEREAS, in establishing standard charges for vegetation nuisance abatement services, it is
appropriate to take into account, in addition to direct abatement expenses, the administrative
costs and other expenses incurred by the City in enforcing the requirement and assessing the
costs as property taxes; and

WHEREAS, the Council passed a revised ordinance on July 1, 2024, which details changes to
the City’s nuisance abatement laws pertaining to vegetation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Waukon, Iowa, as
follows:

Section 1. That a nuisance condition shall be deemed to exist requiring abatement when the
average height of grass, weeds, or other vegetation in any lawn or yard, including public parking
or boulevard areas abutting private property, exceeds eight inches for developed properties and
twelve inches for undeveloped properties. As used in this resolution, “grass, weeds, or other
vegetation” does not include trees, shrubs, and tended gardens and flower beds or any vegetation
on land used for agricultural purposes.

Section 2. That the Mayor or City Manager are authorized and directed to make
determinations regarding the existence of vegetation nuisances and, when it is determined that a
violation exists, such officer shall direct that action be taken to abate the nuisance. Written notice
to the property owner or tenant is not necessary before abatement action is taken.

Section 3. That, when reasonably available taking into account other public responsibilities,
city personnel shall be utilized in the abatement of vegetation nuisances. When the Street
Superintendent determines that city personnel are not reasonably available for nuisance



abatement purposes, he or she is authorized and directed to engage the services of private
contractors for that purpose. The Steet Superintendent shall keep accurate records of the time
involved in abating vegetation nuisances.

Section 4. That in all instances in which the City, by its employees or private contractors,
abates vegetation nuisances pursuant to this resolution, the property owner in question shall be
assessed at the rate of $200.00 for the first hour or any portion thereof for labor required for such
purpose and at the rate of $200.00 per hour after the first hour to be assessed in 15-minute
increments; and that the total of such charges shall be assessed to the property in question in the
same manner as property taxes in the same event the property owner does not pay such charges
within 30 days following the mailing of a statement to the property owner by the Clerk.

Section 5. Resolution 3441 and all other resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with

this resolution are hereby repealed.

Passed by the Council and approved by the Mayor on this 19th day of August, 2024.
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